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EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, MX 

SUBJECT: MISSION MONTHLY NARCOTICS REVIEW FOR MAY, 1975. 

REF A. MEXICO 4155; B. STATE 125307; C. MEXICO 4719; D. MEXICO 4742; 

E. MEXICO 4226; F. MEXICO 4759; G. MEXICO 4760; H. MEXICO 4758; 

I. MEXICO 4603; J. MEXICO 4151; K. MEXICO 4260 

SUMMARY: THIS REPORT HAS BEEN DELAYED BY LATENESS OF RECEIPT 
OF GOM STATISTICS FOR MONTH OF MAY (GOM IN TURN WAS LATE DUE TO 
DELAY IN RECEIVING CAMPAIGN TOTALS FROM OUTLYING POSTS IN 
DURANGO AND CHIHUAHUA). AS DEPT ALREADY WARE, MAY 
WAS A MONTH OF CONSIDERABLE ACTION, HIGHLIGHTED BY THE 
MEXICAN ATTORNEY GENERAL'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON MAY 22-24, WHICH 
PRODUCED INTER ALIA AN AGREEMENT TO PROVIDE $2.7 MILLION 
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IN MATERIAL SUPPORT FOR THE GOM'S ERADICATION CAMPAIGN. 
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TWO MORE BELL CONTRACT EMPLOYEES AND ONE BELL 212 HELICOPTER 
ARRIVED IN COUNTRY DURING MAY. THE US PRESS CONTINUED 
AT TIMES TO UPSET THE MEXICAN ATTORNEY GENERAL, WHO FELT 
OBLIGED TO REPLY IN STRONG TERMS. THE AG WAS NOT MADE 
ANY HAPPIER BY THE ALASKA SUPREME COURT RULING ON 
MARIJUANA. THE US ASSURED THE AG THAT ADMINSTRATOR 
BARTEL'S RESIGNATION DID NOT MARK A CHANGE IN USG NARCOTICS 
POLICY VIS-A-VIS THE GOM. GOVERNOR CASTRO PAID A VISIT TO 
MEXICO AND SPOKE WITH THE AG CONCERNING THEIR COMMON NARCOTICS 
PROBLEMS. AG VOICED OPTIMISM CONCERNING THE PROSPECTS 
FOR SUCCESS IN NARCOTICS CONTROL. AND THE USUAL WEALTH 
OF PRESS COMMENTS AND REPORTING APPEARED, ALL AIMED AT 
THE DOMESTIC DRUG ABUSE PROBLEM IN MEXICO. MAY WAS AN 
UNUSUALLY GOOD MONTH FOR SEIZURES, WITH OPIUM GUM, HEROIN, 
COCAINE AND AMPHETAMINES ALL DOUBLE THEIR APRIL TOTALS. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. EMBASSY AND GOM ACTIVITIES 

A. HIGHLIGHT OF THE MONTH WAS ATTORNEY GENERAL 
PEDRO OJEDA PAULLADA'S SUCCESSFUL MAY 22-24 VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON. WHILE THERE THE MEXICAN AG CONSULTED 
WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL LEVI, AMB VANCE, MR. 

BARTELS AND OTHER USG OFFICIALS. PREPARATIONS FOR AND RESULTS 
OF THE AG'S TRIP ARE REPORTED IN MEXICO 4155 
AND STATE 125307, RESPECTIVELY. 

B. AS ONE RESULT OF THE AGREEMENTS ACHIEVED DURING THE 
MEXICAN AG'S WASHINGTONVISIT, ON MAY 29 AMB JOVA AND THE AG 
EXCHANGED LETTERS PROVIDING THE 

GOM WITH HELICOPTERS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT, 

AN ADDITIONAL " COMPASS TRIP.' 1 (REMOTE SENSING OF POPPY 
FIELDS) EQUIPMENT AND RELATED TRAINING AT A COST 
NOT TO EXCEED $2.7 MILLION DOLLARS. (SEE MEXICO 4719). 

C. TWO MORE BELL HELICOPTER COMPANY EMPLOYEES ARRIVED 
IN COUNTRY AT THE END OF MAY, UNDER CONTRACT TO BEGIN 
IMPLEMENTING THE MAINTENANCE AND SUPPLY PROGRAM 
PROVIDED THE GOM UNDERTHE DEC. 1 1, 1974 AGREEMENT. 
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D. ONE ADDITIONAL BELL 212 HELICOPTER ARRIVED IN MEXICO 
DURING MAY, BRINGING THE TOTAL IN COUNTRY TO NINE 
(MEXICO 4742). 

E. AS THOUGH THE NEW YORK TIMES APRIL SERIES ON NARCOTICS 
WERE NOT ENOUGH, ON MAY 13 EXCELSIOR CARRIED A STORY 
BY ITS WASHINGTON REPORTER, AGAIN ON NARCOTICS AND 
QUOTING INFORMATION ALLEGEDLY OBTAINED FROM USG 
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SOURCES. THE MEXICAN AG REACTED AS IF STUNG. MAKING 
SOME STRONG REMARKS TO THE EFFECT THAT MEXICO WOULD 
RATHER FOREGO USG NARCOTICS ASSISTANCE THAN BE OPEN TO 
THE CHARGE SHE WAS "WORKING FOR ALMS." THAT THESE 
COMMENTS WERE ONLY A MOMENTARY REACTION TO POSSIBLE 
CRITICISM. WAS EVIDENCED BY THE AG'S LATER CORDIALITY 
AND RECEPTIVITY DURING HIS WASHINGTON VISIT 
(SEE MEXICO 4226). 

F. THE RULING OF THE ALASKA SUPREME COURT CONCERNING 
THE LEGALITY OF MARIJUANA POSSESSION FOR HOME USE 
CAUSED SERIOUS CONCERN IN MEXICO. THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL MADE A POINT OF ASKING AMB JOVA 

FOR INFORMATION ON THE DECISION (SEE MEXICO 4759); 

DR. BELSASSO OF CEMEF ALSO EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN 

TO THE EMBASSY NARCOTICS COORDINATOR; SEVERAL COLUMNISTS 

VOICED ALARM AT THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE DECISION; 

AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE 
TO POINT UP THE DANGERS AND INCONSISTENCIES AS 
HE SAW THEM (SEE MEXICO 4760). 

G. AMB JOVA CALLED THE MEXICAN ATTORNEY GENERAL 
TO PASS ON HIS AND AMB VANCE'S ASSURANCES 

THAT THE SURPRISE RESIGNATION OF DEA ADMINISTRATOR 
BARTELS WOULD NOT MARK ANY CHANGE IN USG POLICY OR 
IN THE USG COMMITMENT TO THE JOINT NARCOTICS CONTROL 
PROGRAM (SEE MEXICO 4758). 

H. IN A COMMENT TO THE GUADALAJARA PRESS, THE MEXICAN 
ATTORNEY GENERAL ANNOUNCED THAT ONE BILLION 
PESOS ($80 MILLION US) IN DRUGS HAD BEEN 
CONFISCATED BY THE GOM IN THE PRECEDING FOUR MONTHS. 
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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 2 OF 3 MEXICO 6065 

S/NM FOR AMBASSADOR VANCE 

SER/INC FOR WAMPLER 

DIA FOR AH-7 

DEA FOR EOI-CUSACK 

CUSTOMS FOR CMSR. ACREE 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, MX 

SUBJECT: MISSION MONTHLY NARCOTICS REVIEW FOR MAY, 1975. 

REF: A)MEXICO 4155; B) STATE 125307; C) MEXICO 4719; 

D) MEXICO 4742; E) MEXICO 4226; F) MEXICO 4759; G) MEXICO 4760; 

H) MEXICO 4758; I) MEXICO 4603; J) MEXICO 4151; K) MEXICO 4260 

I. ON AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO MEXICO, GOVERNOR CASTRO 
OF ARIZONA ANNOUNCED HIS CONCERN OVER THE GUNS- 
FOR DRUGS BORDER TRAFFIC AND SAID HE WOULD BE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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MEETING WITH GOVERNOR BIEBRICH OF SONORA TO MAP 
OUT A JOINT STRATEGY. IN A LATER CONVERSATION 
WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL OJEDA PAULLADA, THE LATTER 
INTER ALIA ASKED THAT GOVERNOR CASTRO DEAL DIRECTLY 
WITH HIM ON NARCOTICS MATTERS, RATHER THAN ATTEMPT 
TO COORDINATE WITH GOVERNOR BIEBRICHISEE MEXICO 4603). 

J. IN OTHER COMMENTS TO THE PRESS, THE MEXICAN ATTORNEY 
GENERAL ANNOUNCED THAT BY NEXT JANUARY HE WOULD HAVE 
200 NEW, WELL-TRAINED MFJP AGENTS(WE CONSIDER THIS 
OVERLY OPTIMISTIC); AND UPON HIS RETURN FROM 
WASHINGTON HE STATED THAT UNDER THE REVISED MEXICAN 
NARCOTICS LAWS IT WAS NOW POSSIBLE TO ARREST 
TRAFFICKERS ON EVIDENCE OF PAST CRIMES, ALTHOUGH THEY 
DO NOT HAVE DRUGS IN THEIR POSSESSION AT THE TIME OF 
ARREST. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SAY SO, THE AG MUST 

HAVE BEEN REFERRING TO HIS DETERMINATION TO TRY 
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MEXICANS IN MEXICO WITH EVIDENCE OBTAINED IN THE U.S.) 

K. IN DRUG ABUSE, THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS AND 
DEVELOPMENTS MADE NEWS: (1) IZTACALCO DELEGATION (MEXICO 
CITY) ORGANIZED A SERIES OF DRUG ABUSE CONFERENCES; 

(2) A LABOR LEADER IN TLALNEPANTL A( ST ATE OF MEXICO) 

CALLED FOR GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION AGAINST NARCOTICS 
AND OTHER VICES; (3) A CENTER OF YOUTH INTEGRATION 
(I.E..DRUG TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION) WAS 
ESTABLISHED IN CIUDAD NEZAHUALCOYOTL, STATE OF 
MEXICO; (4) SIX YOUNG GLUE SNIFFERS ( ONE OF THEM 
10 YEARS OLD) WERE ARRESTED IN NAUCALPAN, LEADING 
TO CALLS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SPECIAL DRUG 
TREATMENT CENTER THERE; (5) DR. BELSASSO, DIRECTOR 
OF THE MEXICAN CENTER FOR DRUG DEPENDENCY RESEARCH 
(CEMEF), SAID THE NUMBER OF DRUG ABUSERS IS ON 
THE INCREASE IN LATIN AMERICA; BUT AT THE SAME 
TIME HE CRITICIZED SENSATIONAL REPORTING(IN THE 
U.S.) WHICH BY POINTING THE FINGER OF GUILT AT 
MEXICO AND OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES, SEEKS 
TO DIVERT ATTENTION FROM DOMESTIC DRUG ABUSE 
PROBLEMS(THESE REMARKS WERE MADE IN ACAPULCO, AT 
THE EIGHTH CONGRESS OF LATIN AMERICAN PSYCHIATRY); 

(6) AT THE SAME CONGRESS, DR. LUIS GAMIOCHIPI PRESENTED 
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A STUDY SHOWING THAT AT PRESENT DRUG ADDICTION IS 
NOT THE LEADING MENTAL HEALTH PROBLEM IN MEXICO, 
ALTHOUGH IT IS A SERIOUS ONE IN CERTAIN OBVIOUS 
AREAS SUCH AS MEXICO CITY, GUADALAJARA, THE 
BORDER, ETC.; AND (7) A DELEGATE TO FRANCISCO I. 

MADERO DELEGATION(MEXICO CITY) ANNOUNCED THAT A 
SURVEY OF 4,189 SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN HIS AREA, 
SHOWED THAT 337 WERE "DRUG ADDITCS"(THIS TERM WAS NOT 
FURTHER DEFINED). 

2. GOM ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITES 

A. WITH U.S. AUTHORITIES 

1 KG. HEROIN SEIZED IN MONTERREY; ONE ARREST, ONE 
SUSPECT ESCAPED. 

3.2 KG. HEROIN SEIZED NEAR HERMOSILLO; TWO ARRESTS. 

14 TONS MARIJUANA, 9 MARIJUANA PRESSES, 1 
AMPHETAMINE LAB (INCLUDING 3 PILL PRESSES), 600,000 
PILLS, 60 KG. SUSPECTED AMPHETAMINE POWDER CONFISCATED 
IN ENSENADA AND TIJUANA; 15 SUSPECTS ARRESTED. 

IN CONTINUATION OF ABOVE CASE, 5 KG. HEROIN AND 
500,000 AMPHETAMINE PILLS ADDTIONALLY SEIZED, AS 
WELL AS 40 KILOS OF UNIDENTIFIED WHITE POWDER(OF 
WHICH 5 KG. APPARENTLY PROVED TO BE AMPHETAMINE 
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POWDER); 2 MORE ARRESTS. 

1,200 LBS. MARIJUANA TAKEN IN REYNOSA; 16 PERSONS 
ARRESTED. 

18 KG. OPIUM GUM SEIZED IN GUERRERO; 2 ARRESTS. 

6 KG. OPIUM GUM TAKEN IN TEQUILA, JALISCO; 8 ARRESTS. 

625 GM. HEROIN SEIZED IN TIJUANA; 13 PERSONS ARRESTED. 
1.028 KG. HEROIN SEIZED IN TIJUANA; ONE ARREST. 

450 GM. HEROIN AND 200 GM. OPIUM GUM TAKEN IN DIAZ 
ORDAZ, TAMAULIPAS; FOUR ARRESTS. 

480 GM. HEROIN SEIZED IN MEXICALI; THREE ARRESTED. 

B. INDEPENDENT MEXICAN OPERATIONS 

1.5 KG. OPIUM CONFISCATED IN CIUDAD JUAREZ; 5 ARRESTS. 

3.5 KG. COCAINE SEIZED AT GUATEMALA BORDER; 2 ARRESTS. 
CONTINUATION OF ABOVE CASE LED TO SEIZURE OF 6.514 
KG. COCAINE IN VERACRUZ; 2 ARRESTS. 

3.089 KG. HEROIN SEIZED IN TIJUANA; 3 ARRESTED. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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3 KG. COCAINE SEIZED IN CIUDAD JUAREZ; 2 ARRESTS. 

1.650 KG. COCAINE, 1.072 KG. HEROIN SEIZED IN TIJUANA; 

2 ARRESTS. 

550 GM. HEROIN TAKEN IN CIUDAD JUAREZ; 3 ARRESTED. 

1.191 TONS MARIJUANA SEIZED IN EMPALME, SONORA; 
ARRESTS UNKOWN. 

ONE-HALF KG. HEROIN TAKEN IN TIJUANA; 4 ARRESTS. 
ONE-HALF KG. COCAINE SEIZED IN GUATEMALA BORDER; 1 
ARREST. 

700 GM. HEROIN SEIZED IN SONORA. 

3.7 KG. OPIUM TAKEN IN MAGDALENA, JALISCO; 2 ARRESTS. 

3.2 KG. OPIUM SEIZED IN TAPESCO, JALISCO; 4 ARRESTED. 

4 KG. COCAINE SEIZED IN TAPACHULA, ON THE GUATEMALA 
BORDER; ONE ARREST. 

800 GM. COCAINE HIDDEN IN CHESS SET SEIZED AT MEXICO 
CITY AIRPORT; ONE U.S. CITIZEN ARRESTED. 

1 KG. HEROIN TAKEN IN TIJUANA; ONE ARREST. 

7 KG. OPIUM CONFISCATED IN URUAPAN, 

MICHOACAN; 2 ARRESTS. 
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3. KG OPIUM SEIZED IN CUERNAVACA; 3 ARRESTED. 

4.5 TONS MARIJUANA TAKEN IN ENSENADA. 

1 1 KG. HEROIN SEIZED IN TIJUANA IN CONTINUATION OF 
LARGE CASE REPORTED IN 2(A) ABOVE. 

SOME 40 KG. COCAINE SEIZED IN CAMPECHE, YUCATAN, 

WHEN TOSSED FROM AN AIRCRAFT; NO ARRESTS. 

1. TON MARIJUANA AND 400 GM. HEROIN INTERCEPTED IN 
TAMAULIPAS; ONE TRAFFICKER KILLED, TWO WOUNDED. 

1.5 KG. HEROIN SEIZED IN CIUDAD JUAREZ; 3 ARRESTS. 

2. KG. HEROIN SEIZED IN NUEVO LAREDO; 5 ARRESTED. 

4. KG. COCAINE TAKEN IN NOGALES; NO ARRESTS. 

120 GM. COCAINE SEIZED IN TIJUANA; ONE ARREST. 

330 GM HEOIN TAKEN IN PIEDRAS NEGRAS, COAHULIL; 

1 ARREST. 

3. KG. OPIUM GUM CAPTURED NEAR CIUDAD JUAREZ; 2 ARRESTS. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MEXICO 06065 03 OF 03 090040Z 


3. MONTHLY STATISTICAL WRAPUP (OFFICIAL GOM) 

( NOTE: TOOBTAIN TOTALS FOR YEAR THUS FAR, THESE FIGURES 
SHOULD BE ADDED TO THOSE GIVEN IN MEXICO 4151) 
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OPIUM 

FIELDS DESTROYED - 3,681 

AREA IN SQUARE METERS - 6,719,921 

OPIUM GUM - 40.930 KG 

SEEDS - 48.399 KG 

HEROIN - 58.634 KG 

MORPHINE - 5 KG 

COCAINE - 56.554 KG 

DANGEROUS DRUGS 

AMPHETAMINES - 1,001,527 TABLETS 
METAQUALONE - 113,098 TABLETS 

MARIJUANA 

FIELDS DESTROYED - 429 

AREA IN SQUARE METERS - 161,287 

MARIJUANA (DRY) SEIZED) - 27.039 TONS 

SEED - 42.5 KG 

HASHISH - 3.202 KG 

AIRCRAFT SEIZED - 2 

AUTOMOBILES AND TRUCKS - 85 

ARRESTS 

FOREIGNERS (MOSTLY US) - 6 
MEXICAN NATIONAL - 187 

(NOTE: OFFICIAL GOM MAY SEIZURE STATISTICS FOR COCAINE 
AND OPIUM ACCORD REASONABLY WELL WITH THE EMBASSY'S UN- 
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OFFICIAL COMPILATION BASED ON DEA REPORTS AND PRESSACCOUNTS. 
MUCH OF THE WHITE POWDER SUSPECTED OF BEING AMPHETAMINES 
TURNED OUT, ACCORDING TO GOM SOURCES, TO BE NOTHING MORE 
THAT CUTTING AGENT; HENCE OF SOME 100 KG ORIGINALLY UNDER 
SUSPICION ONLY ABOUT 5 WERE IDENTIFIED AS PURE 
AMPHETAMINE POWDER. OFFICIAL FIGURES FOR HEROIN, FOR A 
CHANGE, RUN QUOTE A BIT AHEAD OF THE PRESS. BUT THE LATTER'S 
REPORTING FOR MAY WAS PARTICULARLY CONFUSING AND WE 
HAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT THE VERY IMPRESSIVE GOM 
STATISTICS WHICH, WE ARE ASSURED. DO NOT RPT NOT INCLUDE 
THE 33 KG OF WHITE POWDER AT FIRST ERRONEOUSLY REPORTED 
BY THE GOM TO BE HEROIN - SEE MEXICO 4260). 

JOVA 
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